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for nature study ; and generally by means of object lessons to cultivate 
habits of observation and inquiry on the part of pupils. A schedule 
attached to the bill contains the following subjects, in addition to nature 
study, to be taught in the schools : Fruit-, flower- and vegetable-growing ; 
poultry- and bee-keeping ; budding, pruning and grafting ; cow and pig- 
keeping ; milking ; rotation of garden crops ; nature and properties of 
soils ; knowledge and choice of seeds ; structure, life and food of plants ; 
action of birds and insects on crops ; use of manures ; use of simple tools ; 
packing fruit, vegetables and other produce for market [p. 21]. 

It is believed that the present system of education prepares the rural 
children for the life of other industries rather than for agricultural pur- 
suits. Many reasons have been given for the fact that the country dis- 
tricts have been and are being deserted ; " but there is no doubt," says 
Mr. Collings, "that one of the most potent causes of all is to be found 
in the kind of education given in the rural schools." 

Those who are interested in the problem of English land tenure, 
whether they agree with Mr. Collings in his main contention or not, 
will find his book instructive ; those who are interested in rural educa- 
tion will find it suggestive ; and all who are interested in social and 
economic problems should find it worth reading. 

Henry C. Taylor. 
University of Wisconsin. 

The Labour Movement in Australasia. A Study in Social 
Democracy. By Victor S. Clark, Ph. D. New York, Henry 
Holt and Company, 1906. — xi, 327 pp. and map. 

This book is characterized, in the author's preface, as 

an attempt to describe the history of the political labour party of Australasia, 
to analyse its policy and the result of that policy so far as applied, and at 
the same time to make clear the differences as well as the similarities char- 
acterising those countries and America, which must affect the application to 
our own problems of their experience. ... I have tried to write from the 
standpoint of an agnostic in social creeds. My observations were made 
during visits to Australia and New Zealand, in 1903 and 1904, under a 
commission from the government. Allusions to more recent events are 
based upon correspondence and printed information. 

It may be recalled that Dr. Clark's government commission was as 
special agent of the United States bureau of labor, and that the official 
reports of his comprehensive investigation were published in the bu- 
reau's bulletin no. 49 (November, 1903) under the title, " Labor Con- 
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ditions in New Zealand," and in bulletin no. 56 (January, 1905) under 
the title, " Labor Conditions in Australia." So far as the simple ground- 
work of facts as to actual conditions, legislation, etc., is concerned, a 
great deal of the material in the present book has been previously pub- 
lished in the above-noted official reports. This is especially true of 
chapters iii to viii inclusive, dealing respectively with " Workingmen and 
Trade Unions," "The Political Labour Movement," "The Labour 
Programme," "A White Australia," "Minimum Wage Boards " and 
" Industrial Arbitration Acts." To a less extent the same is true also 
of chapters i and ii, describing " The Country and Its Resources " and 
"People and Institutions"; of chapter x, dealing with "Economic 
and Social Effects of Industrial Regulation " ; and of chapter xii, 
which presents a " Conclusion and Outlook." In chapter ix, which 
considers the "Juristic Aspects of Compulsory Arbitration," there is 
relatively little of descriptive matter. The remaining chapter (xi) on 
" The Government in Business," which describes the industrial under- 
takings of the Australasian governments, presents for the most part 
quite new matter. 

The above observations as to the basic materials of the present book 
are not made by way of derogatory criticism. On the contrary, such 
repetition was quite inevitable. Furthermore, notwithstanding the 
repetition, the later publication, simply as a record of the facts, has 
a special value of its own, because from the mass of materials covering 
all aspects of the condition of labor, as contained in the earlier reports, 
it selects and rearranges for unified presentation those bearing upon the 
one subject of the movement of the working classes for better condi- 
tions. 

The chief value of the present book, moreover, lies not so much in 
its description as in its interpretation of the facts. The description, 
indeed, is generally less detailed than in the author's earlier reports, 
being limited to essentials, and attention is centered upon analysis of 
causes and of fundamental principles, and indication of general 
tendencies and of implications. In doing this Dr. Clark has every- 
where maintained a judicial attitude , holding so well to his " agnostic " 
point of view that the reader is left at the end of the book quite in the 
dark as to the author's own social creed. The result, therefore, is an 
apparently very comprehensive account of the subject in hand within 
very reasonable compass, and an account that is especially notable for 
its suggestiveness. For students of socialism the book is especially 
suggestive because of the socialistic or quasi socialistic character of the 
labor movement in Australasia — because of the extent to which the 
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movement, although dominated rather by opportunism than by ideal- 
ism, has given application to tendencies which are commonly regarded 
as socialistic. Similarly the student of compulsory arbitration will find 
much that is suggestive in Dr. Clark's extensive consideration of that 
subject, especially in the chapter on the "Juristic Aspects of Com- 
pulsory Arbitration," wherein such questions as the relation of com- 
pulsory arbitration to the right of private contract are considered in the 
light of Australasian experience. Students of social science will find 
that this chapter throws much light upon the process by which custom 
is converted into law, upon the changes which the customary rules 
undergo in this process, and upon the tendency of judicially interpreted 
custom to develop along new and independent lines. To Americans 
the book is of especial interest by reason of the author's frequent com- 
parison of Australasian conditions with those obtaining in the United 
States. 

A few inaccuracies, all of which are obviously mere slips, scarcely 
call for notice except that they raise, in some instances, a suspicion of 
hasty writing. A good index is provided ; and this is the more not- 
able because of the total lack of anything of the kind in connection 
with Dr. Clark's official reports. In those reports, it should be added, 
the fault was not in any degree Dr. Clark's. It is the regrettable prac- 
tice of the federal bureau of labor to include in its bulletins no tables 
of contents or indices for separate articles ; and as many of these are 
valuable chiefly for reference purposes, the omission seriously detracts 
from their practical usefulness. 

Leonard W. Hatch. 

New York State Department of Labor. 

Elements of Political Science. By Stephen Leacock. Bos- 
ton and New York, Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1906. — ix, 
417 pp. 

This volume is apparently intended for use as an introductory manual 
in the study of politics, and to this purpose it is well adapted. The 
author follows the general lines of Bluntschli's Lehre vom modernen 
Staat, which in its English dress, as The Theory of the State, has 
served a useful purpose for many years. Part i discusses the nature of 
the state ; part ii the structure of government ; and part iii the province 
of government. In each part the more important facts and theories 
are presented, with suggestive criticism and helpful interpretation. 
The material employed is skilfully arranged and balanced, while the 
style is concise and clear. 



